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The political landscape in Latin America changes drastically and very quickly now. After the 

symptoms of decline of the ñLeft Turnò several years ago one can see now the evident crisis of the 

right-centrist neoliberal models of the development, whether it is in Argentina where the national 

currency dropped for 25% percent only at the time of the visit of the Russian researchers or the 

systemic crisis in Brazil.  The Left candidate won the presidential elections in Mexico in July 2018 and 

the Left have a chance to win the presidential elections in Brazil in October (or at least to show that 

they continue to be an influential force in this country). The symptoms of partial and unstable 

stabilization of the situation one can see in Venezuela. And perhaps, that is why the secretary-general 

of the Organization of American States (OAS) based in Washington D.C., Luis Almagro, said recently 

that a "military intervention" to "overthrow" Nicolas Maduro's government cannot be ruled out.  

No need to explain that the local economic and social problems are accompanied by hot political 

clashes and psychological warfare. The advanced technologies play now and much more in future very 

important role in social changes and in the political struggle in the region and all over the world. The 

psychological warfare itself more often use new tools and instruments based on the sophisticated 

technologies. Some aspects of these processes were analyzed by Russian researchers at different 

academic events during their trip across South America in Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil.         

       DSc. Prof. Evgeny Pashentsev, leading researcher at the Institute of Contemporary International 

Studies of the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, 

director of the International Centre for Social and Political Studies and Consulting (ICSPSC) and 

coordinator of the Russian ï Latin American Strategic Studies Association (RLASSA) and Dr. Olga 

Polunina, a researcher at the ICSPSC took part in several academic events in  Argentina and Uruguay 

in August 2018. Konstantin Pantserev, a coordinator of African Strategic Studies at the ICSPSC and 

professor at Saint-Petersburg State University joined them in Brazil. The trip was organized and 

supported by ICSPSC, RLASSA with a kind assistance of their partners in the countries of Latin 

America.  Prof. Darya Bazarkina and MA Diego Jim®nez interviewed the Russian researchers and 

presented the following summary of the trip and the post-trip analysis of Russian specialists. 

On 27
th
 of August Russian researchers contributed to a workshop ñNew Technologies and 

Global Shifts on World Arenaò at CARI (El Consejo Argentino para las Relaciones Internacionales) in 

Buenos Aires, Argentina. CARI is one of the leading Argentinean centres of study of international 
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relations established on 15
th
 June 1978 for the purposes of stimulating the study and discussion of 

international relations issues, political and economic analysis, and cultural relations. 

The workshop was organized with the help of Dr. Carola Ramon Berjano and Dr. Paulo Botta. The 

moderator of the workshop was Dr. Ariel Gonz§lez Levaggi.  

Prof. Pashentsev draws attention to recent reports, such as from the UN, the World Economic 

Forum, the Bank of America, Merill Lynch, the McKinsey Global Institute, Oxford University on the 

tendencies on the labour markets. 30% or more jobs will disappear in the coming 2-3 decades as a 

result of processes of the robotisation of manufacturing, finance, services, and management; this also 

includes high-paying positions. The optimists consider that in history some jobs disappeared and new 

jobs appeared in their place, a progress in action, nothing fundamentally new and dangerous. But 

according to Evgeny Pashentsev we are for the first time in history on the way towards the complete 

(but far from instantaneous) extinction of uncreative activities. The speaker gave his assessment of the 

possible ways to overcome the negative aspects of the technological revolution. 

Long periods of social stagnation or rapid development in the conditions of rivalry of several 

geopolitical coalitions seem unlikely, continued Prof. Pashentsev. A long period of stagnation due to 

limited natural resources, growing environmental problems, a rise in income polarisation, international 

tensions and other factors, is practically impossible. The mankind is simply not to survive for a long 

period of time without radical progressive changes. The rapid development in the framework of 

global rivalry will only accelerate the introduction of the latest revolutionary technologies, which in 

turn will inevitably lead to qualitative changes in society. The forces of revolution and counter-

revolution in such historical periods always grow together, though not uniformly and simultaneously. 

At the same time, it is not always easy, especially in the initial stages, to distinguish the grain from the 

chaff, the flowers of the revolution from the numerous voids. The new technological revolution 

(including robotics and the creation of artificial intelligence, the rapid development of genetics etc.) is 

gaining strength. It poses not only problems, but also offers their solution at a new qualitative level. 

There are excellent opportunities for a rapid breakthrough in the development of the countries of Latin 

America, but this requires appropriate global and national prerequisites. First of all, the prevention of a 

new, and perhaps the last in the history of mankind, nuclear world war and the restructuring of the 

system of international relations on a fair basis, which, in turn, requires radical progressive social and 

political changes in developed and developing countries concluded the speaker.  
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Prof. Pashentsev and Dr. Polunina at CARI. 27
th 

of August 2018. 

 

Dr. Polunina analyzed the role of informational impact ï whether it is providing information or 

informational violence.  

More than fifteen Argentinean specialists in international relations as well as some diplomats 

from other countries took part in the discussion during the seminar. Most important questions 

concerned the role of Russia and Latin America in overcoming the global threats and challenges, some 

predictions about nearest communicational future and any positive perspectives of digital 

communications. 

Also on the 27
th 

of August by kind invitation of Mr. Juan Battaleme, the Director of Defence 

M.A. Programme at the University of National Defence (UNDEF) and Government Advisor on 

Cybersecurity Issues, Prof. Pashentsev visited UNDEF. He submitted a lecture on topic: 

Contemporary Strategic Psychological Warfare for the participants of the Programme who are from 

different countries of Latin America, Africa and Asia. 

Prof. Pashentsev marked that psychological warfare has several levels: tactical, operational and 

strategic of which each solves a specific task. The most important level is the strategic which aims at 

the direction of the development of a particular country or the international system as a whole in a for 

the leading actor desirable direction. Very often the object to which the psychological impact is 

directed is not aware of the character and the real scope of long-term operations that are modifying its 

http://www.undef.edu.ar/category/novedades/
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mode of thinking and behaviour. In socio-political terms, strategic psychological warfare (SPW) is the 

explicit and implicit long-term focused psychological impact of competing systemsô (state, supra-state, 

inter-state and non-state actors) attempts to inflict damage and/ or the liquidation (or assignment) of 

intangible assets on the other side in order to win in the material sphere. 

The speaker analyzed case-studies of psychological warfare from different countries and made 

some forecasts on the prospects for a closer symbiosis of SPW with advanced technologies. For 

example some attention was given to the schemes and current practice of the psychological warfare 

against Venezuela, China and Russia on the international arena and some of their response measures. 

Prof. Pashentsev analyzed, using open sources, the process of integration of advanced technologies in 

full spectrum SPW and some alarming consequences of this process for the international security.   

 

After the lecture: Prof. Pashentsev with the participants of the Defence M.A. Programme at UNDEF. 27
th 

of August 2018. 

        

Next by invitation of Dr. Paulo Botta, Prof. Pashentsev submitted a lecture at Universidad de 

Ciencias Empresariales y Sociales, Buenos Aires where he put an accent on the consequences of the 

psychological warfare on business and political processes. He tried inter alia to prove serious threats of 

SPW instruments being used against big business in geopolitical clashes. For example, in October 
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2016, Russian news outlet RBC reported that there were at least seven companies registered between 

March and July 2016 in the UK with names similar to well-known Russian firms. The company names 

registered in Britain were Rosneft Oil Company Ltd, PJSC Tatneft Ltd, JSC Transneft Ltd, Oil 

Company LUKOIL Ltd, Surgutneftegas Ltd, PJSOC Bashneft Ltd, and Public Joint Stock Company 

Gazprom Neft Ltd. The companies were fakes and did not have any connection with the real Russian 

companies, despite the fraudulent scheme to be registered as managed by the same persons that are the 

top managers of the real companies. The registration of limited companies with standard charter is 

easily done online in 24 hours and only costs Ã12. In the beginning of 2017, five Russian oil 

companies have won appeals and lawsuits in the UK to have their fraudulent and unconnected 

ódoppelgangersô registered in 2016 removed from the UK Companies House, according to court 

rulings. If RBC did not ring the alarm bell, there would not have been such reaction by Russian 

companies, and mainstream media could potentially have spread disinformation connected with the 

activities of so-called big Russian oil companies in the UK noted the speaker.  The lecture awoke an 

interest of the international business MA programme students coming from the countries of Latin 

America, the EU and the USA. During the trip the Russian researchers were interviewed by local 

electronic media.  

 
Mr. Mariano Corbino, founder of Mente Inter-Nazionale  

interviewed Prof. Pashentsev in Buenos Aires. 

 

On 30
th
 of August Prof. Evgeny Pashentsev and Dr. Olga Polunina visited the University of the 

Republic (Universidad de la Rep¼blica, sometimes UdelaR) which is the most important, oldest, and 

http://www.menteinternazionale.com/home.html
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largest university of Uruguay. It was founded on 18 July in Montevideo, where most of its buildings 

and facilities are still located. Russian researchers took part there in the research seminar with master 

students specializing in international relations at the Faculty of Social Sciences. In  the invitation  and 

organization of this event took an active part the researchers of the Faculty: Prof. Luis B®rtola, Prof. 

Fern§ndez Luzuriaga and others. The topic of the workshop was about the new theatres and methods 

of contemporary warfare with special reference to the issues of psychological warfare.    

According to Prof. Pashentsev the technologies of ñpseudo-revolutionò are used from the outside in 

order to prevent a democratically-oriented way out of the crisis. In practice, the democracy in this case 

being used as a front for advancing forces, policies, and goals which then bear little resemblance to 

democracy as such. When authentic democratic forces are weak, it is possible to establish pseudo-

democratic bodies which lead the ñrevolutionò for the benefit of a new reaction and they do so by 

means of communication methods. 

 When the government tries to defend itself and counteracts, images of ñvictims and casualtiesò via 

mass media and rumours are deployed increasing active support for the ñdemocraticò, ñnationalò 

ñoppositionò against the ñbloody regimeò both inside the country and on the part of world opinion. If 

initially, the display of victims is carefully organized, later due to escalation, producing violence and 

chaos, massacres are inevitable as the regime loses power, and society risks to engulf in violent rage. 

In case of an open crisis, people are ready to appeal to arms, and violence becomes massive and more 

and more indiscriminate. If constant manipulations through mass media are further added, the boiling 

pot of social discontent is no longer containable. The unleashing of such chaos and violence ï or 

regime change management by means of chaos and violence ï excludes and blocks the development of 

genuine democracy. 

     Case-studies of PSYOPs, sampled manipulative techniques and instruments, other illustrations of 

contemporary psychological warfare aroused huge interest and vivid discussion among students, they 

also shared their concerns about current events, provided some interesting examples and showed the 

desire to learn more about strategic communication. 
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Prof. Pashentsev at the research seminar. University of the Republic. 30
th 

of August 2018. 

 

Dr. Polunina spoke about the phenomenon of psychological warfare, its global and 

interdisciplinary character. She also dwelled upon global virtual space and its role in forming public 

consciousness. One the most important requirements for successful actions in the sphere of 

psychological warfare is creating conductive inner and outer conditions for putting mechanisms of 

concealed or latent management by means of informational expansion. It is the process of establishing 

control above the strategic resources, informational and communicational structure and national mass 

media, intensifying own mass media on the informational and virtual spaces of the object interested. 

This topic also produced interest among the students and they continued asking questions about digital 

communications, about recommendations how to stay alert for manipulations and so on. 
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At the research seminar: Dr. Polunina talks at the research seminar. University of the Republic.  
30

th 
of August 2018. 

 

After the seminar Prof. Pashentsev was introduced to Dr. Diego Pi¶eiro, the Dean of the Faculty 

of Social Sciences. At the meeting with him Prof. Pashentsev tried to focus on the opportunities for 

mutual collaboration on the basis of RLASSA between Russian and Uruguayan specialists in 

international relations. Russian researchers received as a gift a selection of monographs and collections 

of articles from the faculty. 

On 3 ï 5
th
 September 2018 Prof. Pashentsev, Prof. Pantserev, Dr. Polunina took part in a 

conference in S«o Paulo. The 10
th
 National Meeting of the Brazilian Defence Studies Association 

(ENABED) was hosted by the University of S«o Paulo united several hundreds of specialists in 

military studies, international security and international relations not only from Brazil but from other 

countries of Latin America. With the theme ñNational Defense and International Security in Times of 

Crisis: Sovereignty and Democracy in Debateò the National Meeting was aimed to develop a program 

to strengthen national security from a democratic perspective, when some of the country's strategic 

sectors of the economy and defense sector are being under the attack, and persistent attempts are being 

made to impose unusual policing functions on the armed forces. The fact that among the participants 



9 
 

of the meeting there was approximately equal representation of civil and military means, among other 

things, an existence of a sufficiently powerful barrier to the use of armed forces for anti-democratic 

purposes. The scope of issues discussed and the high professional level of many subject sections 

reflects the country's great research potential in the field of security, which should be used as much as 

possible in solving acute problems of the country. The fact that they are really sharp and require their 

immediate solution, acknowledged in their papers many ENABED participants. 

 

At the opening session of the ENABED. 3
rd
 of September 2018. 
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Discussions on the sidelines of the ABED conference. 
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Coordinators of the Russian ï Latin American Strategic Studies Association (RLASSA) 

Prof. Evgeny Pashentsev and Prof, H®ctor Luis Saint-Pierre. At the ENABED. 

4
th
 of September 2018. 

At the background from the left to the right:Prof. Am©ncio Jorge Silva Nunes de Oliveira 
and Prof. Samuel Alves Soares. 

 

Prof. Pashentsev, Prof. Pantserev and Dr. Polunina were invited to ENABED by Prof. Alcides 

Costa Vaz, the President of the Brazilian Defence Studies Association to take part in the round table 

ñBattlefields, methods and instruments of war from the Russian perspectiveò held on 4
th
 of September. 

The round table was organized with the great support on behalf of Prof. Hector Luis Saint-Pierre, 

Director of the Institute of Public Policy and International Relations at the State University of Sao 

Paulo (UNESP). The moderator of the round table was Prof. Am©ncio Jorge Silva Nunes de Oliveira. 

http://globalstratcom.ru/russian-latin-american-strutegic-studies-association/
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